
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
 

Psychologists Celebrate the 6th Annual Psychology Day at the United Nations 
 

Contributions from Psychology to the UN Agenda are offered on Psychology and Global 
Violence  

 
New York, NY, March 25, 2013 - Psychologists who represent NGOs (non-governmental 
organizations) at the United Nations will hold the 6th Annual Psychology Day at the United 
Nations on April 25, 2013. 
 
The theme of this year's conference is “Psychology and Global Violence: Antecedents, 
Consequences, and Prevention.” The topic was chosen because the prevalence of violence is an 
ongoing major issue at the United Nations and its extended community.  The meeting will be held 
at the UN Church Center located at 777 UN Plaza on First Avenue and 44th Street, across the street 
from UN headquarters in New York City, from 12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
 
Psychology Day at the United Nations is an annual event sponsored by psychology organizations 
that have Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) status with the UN Department of Public 
Information (DPI) and the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC). The event offers UN 
staff, ambassadors and diplomats, NGO representatives, members of the public and private sectors, 
students, invited experts, guests, media and other stakeholders, the opportunity to learn what 
psychologists contribute to the United Nations, to exchange ideas and to establish partnerships on 
global issues.  
 
“Psychology plays a major role in achieving the global goals of the United Nations as well as of 
civil society,” says John Scott, Ph.D., Co-Chair of the 2013 Psychology Day at the UN and NGO 
Main Representative to the United Nations for the Society of Industrial and Organizational 
Psychology. “This multidisciplinary event will demonstrate to the global community how 
psychological science can be applied to understanding and preventing violence across the lifespan. 
We are very pleased that this year’s Psychology Day at the UN brings many academicians, 
practitioners and advocates together with UN staff to exchange psychological principles and United 
Nations perspectives on the crucial topic of preventing violence.” 
 
The keynote address will be given by Theresa Betancourt, Associate Professor of Child Health and 
Human Rights, Harvard School of Public Health. Dr. Betancourt is the Principal Investigator of an 
ongoing longitudinal study of former child soldiers in Sierra Leone and is currently collaborating 
with Partners in Health Rwanda to launch a mixed-methods study of mental health needs among 
HIV/AIDS-affected youth. Recently she served as the Co-Principal Investigator of a randomized-
controlled trial of interventions for the treatment of depression symptoms in youth displaced by 
war in northern Uganda. 
 
The first panel on “Antecedents, Consequences & Prevention of Violence through the Lifespan: 
Children and Youth” features Julia M. DaSilva, Director of the Violence Prevention Office of the 
American Psychological Association who will be presenting The Importance of Early Violence 
Prevention: Rationale, Stories and Results of a Successful Intervention.  She will be joined by Dr. 
Ava Thompson, Associate Professor of Psychology, College of The Bahamas, who will be 



discussing Violence in the Majority World: Impact on Youth Development. Also speaking on this 
panel is Dr. Joost Kooijmans, Special Assistant to the UN Special Representative of the Secretary-
General on Violence against Children. Dr. Kooijmans’ topic is Strengthening responses to violence 
against children – a global perspective. 
 
Panelists discussing “Antecedents, Consequences & Prevention of Violence through the Lifespan: 
Adults and Ageing” include Dr. Mary Crawford, Professor, Department of Psychology, University 
of Connecticut, who will be presenting on Sex Trafficking in South Asia: Ending the Torture.  She 
will be joined by Dr. Shamita Das Dasgupta, Cofounder of Manavi and Adjunct professor at NYU 
Law School, whose topic is Understanding woman-abuse: The special case of battering in the 
South Asian immigrant community. Also speaking on this panel is Rosemary Lane, Senior Social 
Affairs Officer, Focal Point on Ageing, UN Division for Social Policy and Development. Ms. 
Lane’s topic is Violence against older persons: A UN human rights perspective. 
  
Walter Reichman, Ed.D., Co-Chair of Psychology Day at the UN, and NGO Representative to the 
United Nations for the International Association of Applied Psychology, points out, “Recent 
national and international tragedies have underscored the urgency in effectively addressing global 
violence. The speakers at this year’s event will advance the dialogue and our understanding of this 
complex problem by identifying strategies for preventing global violence in a variety of contexts, 
regarding children and youth, as well as adults and ageing.” Dr. Reichman further states, “This 
event is in full harmony with this past week’s historic UN declaration aimed at combatting 
violence against women and girls.  The message that violence against females cannot be justified or 
ignored by any custom, tradition or religious consideration soundly resonates with the message of 
this year’s Psychology Day.” 
 
Psychologists representing NGOs accredited at the UN come from varying specialties, including 
clinical, educational, social, developmental, counseling, community and industrial/ organizational. 
They participate in  committees and working groups on various topics (e.g., the family, migration, 
technology, human rights, women’s rights, children’s rights, climate change and disaster recovery); 
advocate at UN commissions (e.g., the Commission on Social Development and the Commission 
on the Status of Women); and design, implement and evaluate original field projects related to the 
MDGs (e.g., on poverty eradication in Haiti and on women’s empowerment in Africa).  
  
Admission to the conference is free. A reception following the sessions will be held at the 
nearby Alcala Restaurant, 342 East 46th Street 
 
For information, visit: www.unpsychologyday.org or contact the Planning Committee Co-
chairs: Dr. John Scott (JScott@aptmetrics.com) or Dr. Walter Reichman 
(Walterreichman@gmail.com). 
 
 
Psychological organizations co-sponsoring the event include (in alphabetical order): American Psychological 
Association (APA); APTMetrics[ Association for Trauma Outreach & Prevention (Meaningfulworld); Division of 
International Psychology of the American Psychological Association (APA Division 52); Independent Practice 
Division of the New York State Psychological Association (NYSPA); Institute for Multicultural Counseling and 
Education Services (IMCES); International Association of Applied Psychology (IAAP); International Council of 
Psychologists (ICP); International Union of Psychological Science (IUPsyS); NYIHA Media; OrgVitality; Psi Chi 
(The International Honor Society in Psychology); Psychology Coalition at the United Nations (PCUN); Society for 
General Psychology of the American Psychological Association (APA Division 1)Society for Industrial and 
Organizational Psychology (SIOP) (APA Division 14); Society for the Psychological Study of Social Issues (SPSSI); 
Society for the Study of Peace, Conflict, and Violence (APA Division 48); World Council of Psychotherapy (WCP). 


